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to thank God for having selected them for such
& beautiful and holy way of livings.

; Among the donations this Institution alrea.
dy had, and which were about $ 99075, Bishop
Santacruz increased the fund with $ 85,500, as.
cending the total to $186,575, which produced
an annval rentof $9328 to support the nuns
who had entered the convent without any dowry
and without any servants.

DISCOVERY

—

On April 3rd. 1934, the detective Valente
‘Quiatana went to the Attorney General Office,
and reported the existence of several convents
which were actuaily functioning in Puebla City,
"among which St, Monica was. »

On May 17th, 1934, Valente Quintana and 2
workmate of his, whose name was Florence Gon.
zalez went to the Federal Public Ministry to
show the data they had, because valuable things
belongifiy to various religions institutions in
Puebla, were clandestinely going out of the Cou.
try.

7 The principal report is attributed to am an-
.tignarian, who DID NOT AGREE WITH PRI
LCK OF SOME PICTURES he wanted to buy
rom the nuns. got drunk, and began 1o talk
about St, Monica convent. ' Amonf Lhe listeners
there wasa detective Who asked him very am.-
ply. (1). o

( (1) Alter a while the iraitor went, as they sy, to Valente Quintana himsell

—"

saking the prize of his repeit. Fut he got angry. and the policemen hit him rea!
hard on his cheeks and nose, Bitten by the remorge of his conscience, he weal 10
Mezico city where got small pox, dying on accuuui of that purarent sickness

J
/
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TLhe judge ordered the searching, and Va-

lente Quintana, accompanied by some of the po-
licEmen, went to St iﬁnnica convent om Miy
18th., 1933, in the morning. Mr, Quinlana we
mmmmesm
met was the door keeper Guadalupe Zamorano
de Guerrero, who was surprised seeing the poli-
cewen. He eargerly looked for a secret door and
in this searching. he pushed a flower pot near
@ closet, the vase fell down showing a bell botton,
which he pressed. By magic a secret door in the
back of the closet was oponed. and a nun apprea-
red, Mother Margaret, who was taking care of
the deor at that time. Valente Quintana and his

ollowers rushed as far the choir and were sur-
prised contemplating its sumptuouspess. The
choir had been recently painted by the nuns, be-
cause Mother Superior had just come from Ro-
me, the silver pix shone with the votive lamps.
the articificial flowers. made by the nuns, gave
a beautiful coloring. «You aspire an atmophere
of mystery and sanctity», said one the detectives,
and telling what happened, he added. «I was in
good humor, but before such a spectacle, I got
scared, and gave up>.

The nuns refused to give their vamesg; the
government pave them 48 hours to go aws: from
the convent, and during this time, t eft
m&ﬁfmﬁfﬁfﬁfﬁ?
retirement,

Once the act written where they certifica-

ted the building was a convent, because they
fondd a great number of heds and forniture of
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bed-rooms, chapels and religious things, the au:
thorities began the judgement of nationalization,

To sabe the property; Miss Helen Ga ia
Charles asked the government pro

tection. buf

mgranted, because by judicial decree,

. Ui%mm?jﬁagq gave }aculty to the
Federal Treasur Office to occupy the place an

;Mm

uilding entered the direct domlnion of the Na-

tion.

In this way the house which had been of the
Augustinian nuns, was converted into z Museum
of Religious Art)In this place they put the things
found in the cofvents of St. Catharine. the Ca-
puchins, and that of Our Lady of Sorrows disco.
vered in the same year, in which St, Monica con.
vent was stopped.

GIOTHER SUPERIOR'S owrcxr)

On entering the room which was Mother Su. -
perior's office you notice the austerity of the pla-
ce, the statue of St. Dominic of Guzman which in-
dicated the silence the nuns shoule observe,
Among the forniture you see an old table the top
of which is of onix, an arm-chair with red velvet,
a little table with a crucifix and two candlesticks
of bronze, a desk from the XIX century, a book
case With a scalpture of St. Louis Gonzaga, a i
ttle table at the corner with the head of St.
Augustine, and on the walls the pictures of the
principal benefactors of the ex-convent. Among
them, you see fahter Vineent Maldonado, stewarg
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tisfacction of the many insults it received from
the Jew,

It is said that the Jew Die mes) de Al-
varado bought this crucifix to mock at it; he
pul it under ground at the entrance of his house
to be stepped-by the people who came in to see
him, and at night he flagelated it among horri-

ble blaphemies. Reported to the Inquisitors of
the Haly Office, he was condemmed to be burnt

alive as an obstinate heretic, t aving
taken place publicly in the garden of St. Domi.
nic in Bex:co Gk
St S G

In are visiting there is a little

Wwindow from which Mother Superior watched
the novices.
Pt strlig

(’I‘H E PRIVATE CHA PEL)
— P VATE LHAPEL,

By a secr iscorered b e
uintana by taki a_wood box, found in

the Mother Superior” - rists
mﬁmpau_dknees into the nuns’ chapel,
Three sculptures, life like, call your atention,
St. Monica and St. Angustine, ang Our Lad
Counsolation. Walking along the chapel, you see
some paintings representing Our Lady’s life by
Espinosa, Puebla painter;: St. Christopher, Sft,
Nicholas, St. Rita, St. Clair, St, Rose of Lima,
ete. by Villalobos, Puebla painter too,

Some medallions with paintings of the Sta.
tions of the Cross; every Friday the nuns said




Discovery of the conoent

- The morning of the 18 of May, 1934. Mother Mary Margaret
who gave away the secret door'to Valente Quintans
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entered the convent. She continually suffered,
and gladly suffered, because her divine husband
| told her He liked to see her suffer, though she
was more tormented by the worid memory, by
| its glories without victory. She, full of faith,
overcame the world, not caring of its glories,
because her sufferings were her glorys.

; The portrait of Mother . Encarnation, and
that of Venerable Mother Mary of St. Joseph,
one of the foundresses of St. Monica Convent.

A picture representing Mother Superior
Christian giving the Constitutions to the nuns
of St. Monica’s convent with the following ins.
cription: «The dearly beloved Christian here is
with ber epiritual daughters, and here gives the
rules of the religions life. O! what a graceful
Virgin, what a penitent, what a humble, how
well her name fits her charity and faith!s

The portrait of Mother Hyacinth Mary Ni.
clas of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, who (according
to a legend) had been the sweet heart of an offi-
cer of the King’s Dragons, whom she loved affec
tionately; by a royal order the officer was sent
to the Antilles; he kissed her good-bye, and she
gave him a relicary with an image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe; she was sobbing and crying forefee.
lidg his tragedy. The officer took the ship,
which was sunk, and well known his death, the
sweet heart Miss May Hyacinth entered the con:
vent, and when she prayed hefore the crucifix,
it turned into the gallant officer. To give a sa
_tisfaction to God, she E&mr

M_go slcl;and was 0 dapger of death, Shg i
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soldiers taking care of the house at night, heard
several voices of nuns, and all the doors were te.
rribly swung. Next day they told everything,
and dida’t want to keep the buildingany more.

THE CEMETERY

By a spiral staircase you go down to the
last mansion of the Augustinian nuns, There is
apicture of the Sacred Heart of Jesus with Ro.
man numbers, and this inscriptions: «May Jesgs
live for ever and ever, Archconfraternity of the
Guard of Honor». A chest of drowers for the
vestments; a confession box, a niche with a photo
of Our Lord of Marvels, greatly vemerated in
St. Monica church,

At the center you see a catafalque for the
Requiem masses; in a hole you'll find the ce.
mentery itself ' Od the walls you will see the
Tombs of the nnns and benefactors, !

You can read different records: <Here are
the remains of R (revend) M (Other) Aunn-Joge.
phine of the Blessed Sacrament who died on May
19th., 1827, when she was 80 years and 19 days
old She was a very fine cinger and a nunge,
R (equiescat) I (n) P (ace) (Rest in peace). «Here
is R. M. Mary of the Light of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus, who died on July 17th,, 1848, when che
was 77 years old, and 51 of Religion. Se was very
virtnous and coura geous, because in spite of
being very si Ik since her profession, she was
ready to fulfil ail her duiics; served at the ta-
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ble, tock care of the wardrobe, was a master of
novices for six years, etc». <Here is the body of
Most Reverend M. Frances Xavier of the Con-
ception who died, Sept. 24th., 1845, when she was
79 years old and 53 of Religion. She was very
exact in the obligations of the Institute. R.1.P.>
<«Jane Josephine of St. 'Dominic and M, Joachim
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The first died
Jan. 4th., 1775 when she was 48 years old; she

was very humble. and charitable; being angry
ﬁmTa'leF._She mastered herselfand was a peace-
maker, W hed this tomb was opened both bodies
;m.unmmjej\of_MW !
with their Babits; belts and crowas of Howerss.
«Here lies the corps of R. M. Ann Joachim of —
St. Aungustine belonging to this commupity. She
died on Sept. Ist. 1852, when she was 83 years
old and 65 of Religion. She fulfiled a4l the ser-
vices, except those of sacristy and accountancy.
She was master of novices for nine years; she
was very exact, since the early years of being a
nuo. She was in charge of the choir, because of
her beautiful voice. She outshone for her pru-
- dence».

In the same saZfisty there is - i-
| tory, disconvered in 1936, containing 49 skulis
“of nurs. The record contains the date, August

At the corner there is a door leading to St.
Monica church, from which the priest came into
the convent to lead the spiritual services for the
puns.
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MEDITATION ROOM

On entering, it is pitch dark, until the guide
puts the electric light on. Then you see the me-
ditation altar with a crucifix, a skull and nearby
a pillar with the passion instruments of Our
Lord. In the center there isa figure kneeling
down with a crown of thorns seeming to medita-
te. The scene is thrilling; you are scared before
the symbol of death.

Here the nuns used to have' their spiritual
and monthly recreats. They had to meditate all
alone and the in dark, and afterward they flage-
lated themselves. :

On either side of the figure there are some
pictures with some inscriptions:

. «l cried and prayed, Oh sinner! Death is te-
rrible! What a great your fear will be; what will
your lot be? We carry a very heavy bundle:
we carry the sins of the people. Read also plea-
se; hold your steps in silence; watch these pic-
tures carefully, and after you bave observed
them, you will say if our way of living, is heavy
on you. It is not as the world thinks: a lasy way
of living, in which we waste'the plenty of t'me
we have; monks and nuns do not live in laziness:

to work is absolutely necessary for everybody.

e sleep very little; we do penance; we fast
Enﬁe often; we suffer poverty; we wark rea
neard: wazich all our monuments scattered all
“OTeF the world; and we do something, you don't
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do: we pray for yow, so you can get what yonr
weakness takes away from you: your own eternal.
salvations!»

Also you read:

«In continnal and eternal prayers, we ask
pity on the blind world. We are thirty, because
you drink the dirty waters of bad love and good
livings.

There you see a bookcase with many books
of the «Loving Devote», used by the nuns for
their spiritual retreats,

On the walls there are some paitings repre-
senting religios subjects. On a long rack are the
habits, the leather belts and at the back of the
long dark room you see a large Crucifix, life 1i-
ke, before which the nuns kept i

nuns kept the dead bodies
\of the nuns, before tdking them to the cemetery.

They say they hear horrid screams; they
say prayers in a low voice; they see phantoms of
nuns {lying in the air; they hear sudden noises
of dead nuns and noises nf%e habits and the
beads of rosaries, They say that an outsider
guide of North-Americans felt a cold band on
his face and the group went back scared to death.

NOVICES LIBRARY

There are some pictures symbolizing the
fifth commandment: «Thou shalt not kill, offead
others or challenge. The cighth: ¢Avoy detrag-



TJhe novices court yard
Many figures with wings, representing nuns, float in the air
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There is migiature altar made by the nung;
it is very cate: the little glass globee. the little
angels, the little chandeliers, candles and cand-
lesticks and everything perfectly well proportio
sed. In another miche you see the filigree of a
little guitar, out of silver, played by Child Jesus,
the divine Sheperd; you see a little hill full of
little animals. The copper jugs and wash tubs
were used for the ceremonies on Holy Thursday.
In some glass cases there are some beautiful wax
works done by the nuns to decorate altars. The:
re are also some flowers pots, very nice, Louis
XV, style. They are not exhibited now on ac-
count of the repair of the ceiling they had todo

THE EXIT

Before going out you see in the nuns yard
a little altar, «The Tepeyac», built by the nuns
to remind the apparition of OQur Lady of Gua-
dalupe, Dic. 12th, 1531, to Juan Diego (John Ja-
mes), Our Lady of Guadalupe, is the Patron St.
_ of the Mexican Republic. :

The last door found by the detective. Va-—_

uintana, and now is the exit. By this deor

oney s alms, etc.

This is the history of the ex-convent of St.
Monica, Puebla, Pue., Mex., with its mystic pain.
tings, chapels, plastered doors, secret entrances
and fantastic legends, now turned into a Museum
of Religious Art.

Translator,” Ambrose Villalpando

The End

WY .



